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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To sufficiently obtain the intensity of 
recording and reproducing signals in performing recording and 
reproducing at an super-high resolution. 

SOLUTION: This optical information recording medium has at least 
a mask layer and an information layer on a substrate. Portions of 
the parts ii'radiated with a laser beam of the mask layer are 
temporarily changed from a state 1 to a state 2 optically different 
therefrom when irradiated with the laser beam. The mask layer 
existing in the state 2 forms the boundary intensified in the 
generation of a surface plasmon, thereby making it possible to 
enhance the signal intensity in recording and reproducing the 
recording bits smaller than the resolution threshold. As a result, the 
recording medium which makes the* higher density recording 
possible and the recording and reproducing method for the same 
can be provided. 
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